The Cork Recycling Process
Step 1 – What is Cork?
	It’s Natural


Cork comes from the bark of the cork oak- Quercus suber - which has grown in Europe's western Mediterranean region for thousands of years. Over half of the world's cork comes from Portugal.

In 1680 a French Benedictine monk, Dom Pérignon, first used cork in champagne and started a revolution in wine bottling.

Cork is inert, lightweight, impermeable to liquids and flexible. Cork can be readily compressed and then recover to its original size, making it an ideal stopper for wine. It is also fire resistant, hard-wearing and a great insulator, giving it many other uses.

  

Environmentally Friendly
Cork is one of the few forms of packaging that is completely environmentally friendly - it is renewable, fully recyclable, biodegradable and totally natural. 
None of the cork bark is wasted during the cork production process - the cork residue is granulated for other cork products and even the cork dust is used for fuel.

Cork oak forests are vital to maintaining the delicate ecosystems of the
Mediterranean region.

Various bird species, including the endangered Spanish Imperial Eagle,
depend on the cork forests for their habitat.
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Step 2 – Harvesting
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A cork tree is not harvested until it is 25 years old and by law the cork is stripped only once every nine years. Cork from the first two harvests is used to make products such as insulation and floor tiles. Only the third harvest is smooth and regular enough for wine corks.

After harvest, the cork is seasoned for[image: image7.jpg]


 six months and then the best cork is selected for wine stoppers.
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The cork planks are boiled in purified water to remove contaminants and left to rest. During the resting period the bark flattens making it easier to handle.[image: image9.jpg]



	

	 

 

 
	Slicing/Punching/Sorting[image: image10.jpg]. T




The cork planks are sliced into strips slightly wider than the final length of the cork stopper.

Corks are then punched by highly skilled workers who can punch up to 20,000 corks a day.

They are then sorted into seven[image: image11.jpg]LTy



 different grades.
	


Step 3 – Washing, Drying, Finishing

	Washing/Drying/Finishing
Corks are polished, washed in a[image: image12.jpg]


 hydrogen peroxide solution, dried
and branded with the winemaker's brand. Corks are finally coated with silicone and paraffin to ease bottling and extraction, as well as to improve
sealing quality.[image: image13.jpg]
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Corks undergo exhaustive testing to ensure they meet the winemaker's specifications and comply with the requirements for food contact
materials.

State-of-the-art technology and highly skilled personnel combine to achieve high quality control
standards throughout the production
process. 
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Step 4 – A National Effort
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A National Effort
It takes 43 years for a cork oak tree to yield its first wine cork - but just seconds to turn it into a throw-away item. Before 1990, discarded corks were destined for landfill. Now they are collected by Guide groups throughout Australia as part of their environmental and fundraising activities. Guides have collected over 90 million corks, or 9800 tonnes, nation-wide over the past 11 years.
 
 

The funds raised have helped Guides Australia develop its outdoor activities program, resources and facilities. Although recycled cork is never again used for wine stoppers, it is has many other uses such as the manufacture of place mats, coasters, floor tiles, gaskets, dart boards and hockey balls to name just a few.

 

For further information on natural cork collection points contact Guides Australia offices in your state or territory.

 

Guides collect corks within an established network of collection points: hotels, restaurants, supermarkets and individuals. The Body Shop, as a major supporter of the program, also provides collection points at its retail outlets. QANTAS also provides collection points in all Qantas airport lounges.
